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OLD  COURT  HOUSE 
SHELBYVILLE,  ILLINOIS 

Built  in  1832  and  scene  of   the 
Memorable    Lincoln  -  Thornton    Debate,  June  15,   1856. 


COMMEMORATED 

In  a  Large  Historical  Paintingr 
just  completed  by 

ROBERT    MARSHALL    ROOT 

First  exhibited  at  the 

High  School  Auditorium 

Shelbyville,  Illinois 

April  17,  1917 


PORTRAITS   IN   PAINTING 


Abraham  Lincoln 
Anthony  Thornton 
Samuel  W.  Moulton 
Dr.  York 

Abraham  Middlesworth 
General  W,  F.  Thornton 
Prof.  C.  W.  Jerome 
Michael  Gregory 
Col.  Cyrus  Hall 
Charles  C.  Seovil 
William  Tackett 
Robert  Pug-h 
Albert  Thornton 
Charles  Thornton 
Col.  D   C.  Smith 
Georg-e  D.  Chafee 
William  Pag-e 
Chattin  Kelley 
Hardin  Barrett 
Dr.  Enos  Penwell 
Noah  Huffer 
William  Ward 
John  A.  Tackett 
Ephriam  Cook 
William  Headen 
William  Cochran 
Horace  L.  Martin 


Capt.  Park  Martin 
Georg-e  W.  Keeler 
Joseph  Oliver 
Burrel  Roberts 
Jasper  L.  Douthit 
Georg-e  Wendling- 
Aug-ust  Pfeiffer 
Dr.  R.  Bruck 
Georg-e  Durkee 
Hosea  Punk,  Sr. 
Morris  R.  Chew 
Charles  Woodward 
Samuel  H.  Webster 
Charles  Lufkin 
Thomas  Headen 
John  Thornton 
Samuel  French 
John  Root 
William  Storm 
Nathan  Curry 
Col.  Hiram  Scarborougrh 
W.  Addison  Trower 
John  Harding- 
John  Ward 
William  Eddy 
Elmus  Jaeg-er 


DEAR  SIR  : 

A  rare  opportunity  is  presented  you  to  secure  a 
beautiful  Art  Brown  Photo  Reproduction,  size  14^x22i4 
inches  of  the  historical  painting-  recently  completed  by 
Robert  Marshall  Root,  commemoratingr  the  g^reat  Lincoln- 
Thornton  debate,  held  in  the  old  court  house  in  Shelby- 
ville,  Illinois,  June  15,  1856. 

This  beautiful  reproduction  from  the  original  paint- 
ing", including  a  numbered  outline  diagram  and  name 
list,  enabling-  one  to  identify  the  54  portraits  in  this 
painting,  will  be  securely  packed  and  express  prepaid,  to 
any  address,  for  the  reasonable  price,  $4.00, 
Address  all  orders  to 

ROBERT  M.  ROOT, 

Shelbyville,  Illinois. 
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An  oil  paintingr  by  Robert  Root  of  Shelby ville,  depicting- 
the  famous  slavery  debate  between  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Judg-e  Anthony  Thornton  in  the  old  Shelby  county  court 
house  in  1856,  has  been  unveiled  at  Shelbyville. 

The  picture  was  reproduced  by  the  artist  from  actual 
photographs  of  the  men  who  attended  the  debate.  It  is 
eight  and  one-half  feet  by  six  and  one-half  feet  in  size. 
The  faces  of  all  those  who  attended  the  famous  debate  can 
be  seen.  The  unveiling  exercises  were  held  in  the  audi- 
torium of  the  high  school  at  Shelbyville. 

Former  State  Senator  Chafee  presided  over  the  meet- 
ing, Col.  D.  C.  Smith  of  Normal  and  Rev.  J.  L.  Douthit,  both 
of  whom  heard  the  debate,  were  present  at  the  exercises. 

About  500  persons  attended  the  meeting.  —Illinois  State 
Register.  

The  picture  shows  life-like  portraits  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Judge  Anthony  Thornton.  Lincoln  is  seen 
standing  in  the  act  of  delivering  his  speech.  Judge 
Thornton  is  seated  at  the  opposite  side  of  a  table,  evidently 
weighing  the  words  of  the  speaker.  In  the  background 
are  seen  the  exact  likenesses  of  many  of  the  well  known 
residents  of  Shelby  county  of  that  day.  The  painting  is 
remarkable  for  its  historical  correctness  and  finish.  It  is 
by  far  the  most  pretentious  work  ever  undertaken  by  Mr. 
Root,  several  years  being  spent  in  the  portraits,  data,  and 
the  reproduction  of  them  on  canvas.  It  is  a  valuable 
historical  asset  for  Shelbyville  and  Shelby  county  and 
steps  should  be  taken  at  once  to  keep  it  here  for  the  benefit 
of  future  generations.— Shelbyville  Daily  Union. 


Mr.  Thornton  and  Mr.  Lincoln  agreed  to  hold  a  public 
debate  in  the  court  house,  at  Shelbyville,  June  15,  1856.  The 
news  of  the  coming  debate  between  these  two  men  was 
sent  out  over  the  country  and  a  great  crowd  assembled  to 
hear  them.  It  is  this  scene  that  Mr.  Root  has  de- 
picted in  one  of  the  most  life-like  paintings  I  ever  saw. 
Mr,  Root  has  been  ten  years  painting  the  picture,  and  it  is 
a  wonderful  production.  Shelby  county  will  probably 
secure  the  picture  and  hang  it  in  the  court  house  in  Shelby- 
ville, but  it  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  state's  great  his- 
torical collections.— Judge  T.  M.  Jett,  in  Hillsboro  News. 


